
 

 

 

 

>Insert Date< 

Dear Parent,  

We are excited to announce the implementation of the Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® 

program at our school and hope your student will participate.  

Unified Champion Schools (UCS) is a school-based program supported by the U.S. Department of Special 

Education which brings together youth with and without intellectual disabilities (ID) through leadership, 

sports, and awareness activities.  It is built upon the premise that to have the greatest impact, youth 

must lead the change towards increased social inclusion of individuals of all abilities.  Unified strategies 

focus on creating and sustaining a positive school climate that values and manifests effective 

engagements leading to inclusion, acceptance, and respect for all.  Activities are achieved within the 

following three components: 

Inclusive Youth Leadership offers opportunities for young people of all abilities to be leaders in their 

schools and communities.  Leadership activities help students with and without ID find their voice by 

interacting with their peers to personally learn and grow.  

Unified Sports & Fitness is an initiative that combines approximately equal numbers of students with ID 

and students without ID (Unified Partners) on sports teams or fitness clubs for training, competition, and 

general health promotion. This provides valuable opportunities to individuals with ID who may not be 

presently involved with their school athletic teams.  

Whole School Engagement where student leaders have the power to positively impact the greater 

school community through education and awareness activities.  Through planned activities youth raise 

awareness and begin creating an education environment where all feel welcome and routinely included 

in school functions.  

We hope you will encourage and support your student’s participation in our Unified activities so they 

may benefit from new experiences that foster inclusion and kindness towards individuals all abilities.  

Participation is equally educational and fun for all involved.  Please review the enclosed/attached 

materials and contact >insert name< if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

Your Name 

Contact Information 


